
 
August 17, 2020 Update 
 
Dear WASD Parents / Guardians 
 
As we approach the start of the 2020-21 school year, we are excited to reopen our schools and 
see our Spartans return.  Students, staff, parents/guardians and community members will need 
to work together to adapt to the changes this school year will bring.  The information in this 
message is general and will be followed by a communication from your child’s building 
administrator that includes specifics such as class assignment and bell schedules. 
 
Our Board of School Directors approved a revised calendar for the 2020-21 school year, with a 
first day for students on August 31, 2020.  Please use the following link to access our District 
calendar:      WASD 2020-2021 Student Calendar 
 
Our school nurses have been working closely with administration to review and implement the 
recent guidance for schools provided by the Pennsylvania Departments of Education and Health 
(PDE and DOH).  Three levels of community transmission for counties were identified – low, 
moderate and high.  Berks County has been assigned to the moderate level for the past few 
weeks.  The school format guidance for the moderate level matches the decision made by our 
Board of School Directors, hybrid education K-12 with an option for a full virtual program 
(WAVE).  WASD will continue to monitor the levels assigned to Berks County to guide decisions 
through the 2020-21 school year.   Please see the link below for this information from DOH: 
Recommendations for Schools in Determining Instructional Models 
 
Last week, DOH and PDE released public health guidance for schools to assist our efforts to 
address students or staff members who have or present symptoms.  Our school nurses will take 
the lead role in working with students, employees, parents/guardians and DOH as needed to 
address specific concerns.  Please use the following link from PDE/DOH regarding public health 
guidance for school communities:         
Public Health Guidance for School Communities During COVID-19 
 
A team effort is needed to open our schools and support the health and safety of students, 
employees and our community.  An essential component is not being at school when ill.  To 
help parents/guardians work through this information, we have created a flow chart to guide 
decisions regarding school attendance.  Please use the link below to access the flow chart 
regarding “Should I send my child to school?”:    Parent/Student Screening Tool 

https://www.wyoarea.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_157550/File/Calendars/School%20District%20Calendar%20-Board%20Approved%208.10.2020.pdf
https://www.wyoarea.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_157550/File/Our%20District/COVID-19/Recommendations%20for%20Pre-K%20-12%20Schools%20in%20Determining%20Instructional%20Models.pdf
https://bit.ly/2Eb1e9o
https://bit.ly/2PXHysg


 
In addition to social distance and frequent hand washing / sanitization, all students, employees 
and visitors will be required to wear face coverings.  We encourage parents/guardians to send 
their child to school wearing a cloth, machine-washable face mask that has straps that go 
around the student’s ears.  Face coverings will be required to enter a school bus or building, 
and WASD will provide disposable masks as needed.  To support the health and safety of our 
students, neck gaiters, bandanas or t-shirts will not be accepted as appropriate face coverings. 
 
For questions regarding any of this information please visit our District website and view our 
Health and Safety Plan, and additional links and materials. Parents/ Guardians can also contact 
their child’s assistant principal or principal with questions. 
 
Additional updates will follow as we prepare to start the new school year.  Please use the next 
two weeks to stay safe and healthy as our combined efforts will help us move forward as a 
Spartan community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Scoboria 
WASD Superintendent 
 


